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place in Akbar's court.
Brahmana dharma is an elevated state of the human spirit.
Those who comprehend this will at all times and all places strive to
uphold it. Every human being born in India is entitled to the right
of attaining that state. It is not a state that is "acquired" by birth
alone. The tuft on the head and the poonool threads across the chest
do not make a man a Brahmin, as some fools seem to think. By
cutting the sacred thread that a man wears, you cannot destroy his
Brahminhood. It is through deep knowledge, high virtue, and pure
habits that one evolves towards Brahmana dharma.
Every atom born in this soil is holy to me, says Swami Vivekananda.
Compared with the people of other lands, all Indians are, indeed,
Brahmins. There can be only differences in respect of percentage
points of Brahminhood among Indians. It is possible that some
men who are regarded as non-Brahmins because of certain traits
may figure higher in the list than some others who call themselves
Brahmins. One has to embark on a big search if one is to find a
hundred per cent Brahmin in India now.
Many of our Hindu savants have had as their goal of making all
Indians hundred per cent Brahmins and to propagate Brahmana
dharma all over the world.
Those who foster differences by asking: "Can I touch you or not?
Are you a Brahmin or not?" and thereby reduce Hindu dharma to a
"kitchen religion" are not Brahmins at all, says Swami Vivekananda.
He tells such persons: "You, skeletons of a dead past! You are trying
to hold in your fingers the Veda shastras which belong to us.
You are not entitled to have those splendid rings of diamonds
and gems on your fingers. Take them out and put them down."
Thus, your presumption in raising publicly the question ''Who is a
Brahmin?" may expose you to danger. Your effort may be like
throwing stones from a glass house.
If the question had been directed to me in ah effort to obtain
information about me, the answer has now been given. But why is
the question posed here, at this time, and in the present environment?
Some years ago at the conference of the Tamil Writers Association
held in Tiruchirapalli, when Periyar E.V. Ramaswami Naicker
denounced and ridiculed the itihasas, Puranas, and Brahmana dharma
I sprang up to refute him. As though I had just been waiting for such
an opportunity, I jumped into the fray, and, with blazing passion,
confronted Periyar on the plane of knowledge in the spirit of a true